Early Career Astrobiologists Explore Ancient Life

INNOVATION | Six NAl-supported early career astrobiologists
participated in the Astrobiology Grand Tour, an informative and
immersive experience that provided an unparalleled introduction to and
presentation of sites in Western Australia relevant to the study of early life
on Earth. The Grand Tour was organized by the University of New South
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DISCOVERY | Participants visited the extant stromatolites in Hamelin
Pool, Shark Bay (top left) followed by fossil stromatolite reefs in the Turee
Creek Formation (~2.3 Gya), Tumbiana Formation (2.7 Gya, top right),
and Dresser Formation (3.5 Gya) in the Pilbara region of Australia.
Additionally, the tour visited the majestic and extensive banded iron
formations (BIFs) in the Karijini National Park (top middle) and other
locations relevant to studying early life and its environment.

RELEVANCE | Learning to distinguish the hallmarks of biological
morphologies in fossil life on Earth is essential for correctly interpreting
. : potential future evidence for life beyond our planet. Additionally, this

U 2P . experience afforded an excellent opportunity to consider the drastic
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